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When was the first time you 
came to The Wardrobe?

I went to The Wardrobe the first 
few weeks it was open. I used to 
work at legendary Leeds jazz club 
The Underground so I remember 
feeling excited that I would have 
somewhere to go out that was 
'exotic' and not 'home'.

What was the first show you 
played at The Wardrobe and 
how did it go?

I can't remember the first show I 
played. I used to perform in the 
early days with The Haggis Horns 
because I was married to found-
ing member Jason Rae, and when 

CORINNE
BAILEY
RAE

John McCallum wasn't available 
to sing 'Hot Damn' I would step in. 
I performed with Wayne Clarke, 
John Ellis (Cinematic Orchestra) 
and Cleve Freckleton. I played 
there with my indie band Helen 
and did a charity gig called East 
Africa Got Soul there with DJ 
Coops. The backstage hang was 
always at least as good as what 
was happening front of house, if 
not better!

We’ve heard as well as playing 
shows you used to go to gigs 
at The Wardrobe.  What’s the 
most memorable gig you’ve 
seen there?

Sharon Jones was a standout 

show for me. The Dap Kings were 
riding high after Amy's (Wine-
house) record and Sharon had 
such a stage presence. Roy Ayers 
was amazing. Haggis Horns have 
played some incredible shows at 
The Wardrobe too. Upstairs was 
always a vibe too, I loved watch-
ing Steve Brown and John McCal-
lum. 

What would your dream line-up 
at The Wardrobe be?

One of my very favourite bands is 
John Ellis's Big Bang. So heavy 
and trippy, I'd love to see them 
back together at The Wardrobe.

Can you tell us what you’re up 

to now? Any touring and release 
plans?

I'm always on tour! We just got 
back from Rio, Tokyo and Barce-
lona and I'm heading to the U.S 
next.  My new record will be out 
next year.

One of Leeds’ most prominent 
musical stars Corinne Bailey Rae 
has played and hung out at The 
Wardrobe over the years! We sat 
down with Corinne whilst she 
was between touring to hear her 
favourite Wardrobe moments…
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few weeks it was open. I used to 
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shows you used to go to gigs 
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most memorable gig you’ve 
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Sharon Jones was a standout 

show for me. The Dap Kings were 
riding high after Amy's (Wine-
house) record and Sharon had 
such a stage presence. Roy Ayers 
was amazing. Haggis Horns have 
played some incredible shows at 
The Wardrobe too. Upstairs was 
always a vibe too, I loved watch-
ing Steve Brown and John McCal-
lum. 

What would your dream line-up 
at The Wardrobe be?

One of my very favourite bands is 
John Ellis's Big Bang. So heavy 
and trippy, I'd love to see them 
back together at The Wardrobe.

Can you tell us what you’re up 

When was first time you came to 
The Wardrobe?

The first time I came to The Wardrobe 
was summer 1999 before it opened 
and it was a hard-hat building site. I 
remember asking my colleague "Why 
are we leaving The Underground to 
come here? I can't see it at all" and 
his reply was "Don't worry, it's going 
to be great. Trust me". I did and he 
was right. Four months later when I 
returned for the opening night at the 
end of September, it had been totally 
transformed into an amazing base-
ment music venue.

First time you worked at The Ward-
robe?

The first night I actually worked at the 
venue was on the opening night in 
1999. We, the DIG Family DJs, had 
been asked by the owner to curate 

the night, so to play the recorded 
music, book the live band and some 
dancers. It was packed with all sorts 
of people - local politicians / council-
lors, entertainment industry celebs 
and more. It was a bit chaotic the last 
few hours before the doors opened 
with the usual "new venue" panic that 
often happens like last minute paint-
ing and cleaning, sound and lights 
checks etc. But it ended up being a 
great a party and a super launch for 
the new venue.

Favourite or most memorable 
concert you have promoted at the 
venue?

Definitely our second DIG Family 
show with U.S. soul singer superstar 
Sharon Jones. We'd done her first 
Leeds show at The Underground 
in 1998 and we brought her back 
to the new venue in 1999. She 

hadn't hit the big time yet. It was a 
dynamite gig....sold out, sweaty and 
full of passion and musical fire. We 
knew the musicians as we'd already 
promoted some of the label's bands 
over the previous 12 months so it 
was great hanging out with them 
again. We even had a basketball 
match after the soundcheck out the 
back of the venue where there was a 
basketball hoop! It's a long time ago 
but I think the hoop-crazy Yanks only 
just beat us Brits by a few points.
 
Favourite or most memorable 
Wardrobe concert or artist appear-
ing at the venue last 20 years?

Too many to remember but I think 
one that stands out was the first ever 
show by afrobeat co-founder  Fela 
Kuti, alongside drummer Tony Allen in 
2011 (I think). I'd never seen him live 
before though I'd been a huge Fela 
Kuti fan since I was 18 and bought 
my first Fela album "Yellow Fever" 
in 1981. He was amazing. The full 
spectrum of drum dynamics, from 
incredibly powerful rhythmic attack 
to the lightest jazz style touch on the 
cymbals. 

What do you like the most about 
The Wardrobe?

Firstly, it's a basement venue. All the 
best clubs and live music venues 
I have loved have been basement 
venues. Secondly, the layout. The 

We got together with Leeds jazz/-
soul/global beats DJ and promoter 
Lubi Jovanovic. He dropped the 
needle on the first record at the club 
on the launch night back in Septem-
ber 1999 and is one of Leeds’ most 
trusted promoters putting shows into 
The Wardrobe for 20 years. These 
include the legendary Soul Rebels 
sessions which he launched in 2012 
and still runs today! 

bar straight ahead when you enter 
is away from the stage so minimal 
noise during quiet songs. The 
sunken dancefloor means you 
also have good sight lines around 
the sides and back to the stage. 
The stage itself is nice and big. 
I've had a 21 piece jazz big band 
on there and they fitted on fine. It’s 
a nice sized venue too. These are 
a few of the reasons why I'm still 
doing gigs at this venue 20 years 
later. 

What are you looking forward to 
at The Wardrobe 20th Anniver-
sary week?
 
The opening night (Friday 20th 
September) and seeing a lot of 
old mates from the old days like 
my DIG Family DJ brothers, The 
New Mastersounds and other 
folks from the first few years. Also, 
the Casa Latina salsa reunion 
with my old pal DJ Chico Malo 
(Friday 27th September). Very 
excited to see this new all-female 
London Salsa band Guerrera 
playing up north for the first time. 
And finally, the closing party with 
Gilles Peterson (Saturday 28th 
September). Always great to hear 
him DJ and catch up with him. We 
first met in 1989 when he booked 
my Leeds Latin jazz band to play 
his jazz/dance/acid jazz sessions 
in London at the Wag Club and 
Dingwalls. 

LUBI
JOVANOVIC 
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great a party and a super launch for 
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Favourite or most memorable 
concert you have promoted at the 
venue?

Definitely our second DIG Family 
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Leeds show at The Underground 
in 1998 and we brought her back 
to the new venue in 1999. She 

hadn't hit the big time yet. It was a 
dynamite gig....sold out, sweaty and 
full of passion and musical fire. We 
knew the musicians as we'd already 
promoted some of the label's bands 
over the previous 12 months so it 
was great hanging out with them 
again. We even had a basketball 
match after the soundcheck out the 
back of the venue where there was a 
basketball hoop! It's a long time ago 
but I think the hoop-crazy Yanks only 
just beat us Brits by a few points.
 
Favourite or most memorable 
Wardrobe concert or artist appear-
ing at the venue last 20 years?

Too many to remember but I think 
one that stands out was the first ever 
show by afrobeat co-founder  Fela 
Kuti, alongside drummer Tony Allen in 
2011 (I think). I'd never seen him live 
before though I'd been a huge Fela 
Kuti fan since I was 18 and bought 
my first Fela album "Yellow Fever" 
in 1981. He was amazing. The full 
spectrum of drum dynamics, from 
incredibly powerful rhythmic attack 
to the lightest jazz style touch on the 
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What do you like the most about 
The Wardrobe?

Firstly, it's a basement venue. All the 
best clubs and live music venues 
I have loved have been basement 
venues. Secondly, the layout. The 

bar straight ahead when you enter 
is away from the stage so minimal 
noise during quiet songs. The 
sunken dancefloor means you 
also have good sight lines around 
the sides and back to the stage. 
The stage itself is nice and big. 
I've had a 21 piece jazz big band 
on there and they fitted on fine. It’s 
a nice sized venue too. These are 
a few of the reasons why I'm still 
doing gigs at this venue 20 years 
later. 

What are you looking forward to 
at The Wardrobe 20th Anniver-
sary week?
 
The opening night (Friday 20th 
September) and seeing a lot of 
old mates from the old days like 
my DIG Family DJ brothers, The 
New Mastersounds and other 
folks from the first few years. Also, 
the Casa Latina salsa reunion 
with my old pal DJ Chico Malo 
(Friday 27th September). Very 
excited to see this new all-female 
London Salsa band Guerrera 
playing up north for the first time. 
And finally, the closing party with 
Gilles Peterson (Saturday 28th 
September). Always great to hear 
him DJ and catch up with him. We 
first met in 1989 when he booked 
my Leeds Latin jazz band to play 
his jazz/dance/acid jazz sessions 
in London at the Wag Club and 
Dingwalls. 
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sunken dancefloor means you 
also have good sight lines around 
the sides and back to the stage. 
The stage itself is nice and big. 
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later. 

What are you looking forward to 
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The opening night (Friday 20th 
September) and seeing a lot of 
old mates from the old days like 
my DIG Family DJ brothers, The 
New Mastersounds and other 
folks from the first few years. Also, 
the Casa Latina salsa reunion 
with my old pal DJ Chico Malo 
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excited to see this new all-female 
London Salsa band Guerrera 
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Gilles Peterson (Saturday 28th 
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him DJ and catch up with him. We 
first met in 1989 when he booked 
my Leeds Latin jazz band to play 
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DJ LUBI PRESENTS
CASA LATINA SALSA REUNION
FT GUERRERA & MORE!
27TH SEPTEMBER

Casa Latina ran in Leeds from 
1995 and at The Wardrobe from 
September 1999 to 2002. It was 
the first authentic salsa party 
in the North of England featur-
ing a full night of salsa dance 
classes, live bands, salsa 
dance shows and DJ sets with 
performers from around the 
world.

On Friday 27th September, we 
party like it's 1999 reuniting the 
original salsa dance leaders 
with the event for the first time 
in 17 years. Original promoters 
Lubi and Chico will be joined by 
Colombian salsa dance teacher 
Tanya Cusan Espinosa; the 
first salsa dance teacher in 
Leeds/Yorkshire back in 1990, 
teaching an improvers Cali-style 
salsa dance class. There is a 
Special Guest DJ and dance 
teacher in UK Latin star 

Mauricio Reyes. As well as DJing 
he will teach a Bachata dance 
class; the popular Dominican 
dance style currently huge in the 
salsa scene.

Casa Latina always featured 
live bands and this reunion will 
be no different! The UK’s only 
all-female salsa band Guerrera 
will be making their Leeds debut 
and playing their first show ever 
outside the capital. This exciting 
10-piece band features some of 
the top female musicians playing 
in the London salsa, jazz and 
world music scenes. 

Whether you were a Casa Latina 
regular or not, this promises to be 
one hot night of Latin rhythms and 
salsa vibes not to be missed!
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also have good sight lines around 
the sides and back to the stage. 
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a few of the reasons why I'm still 
doing gigs at this venue 20 years 
later. 
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September) and seeing a lot of 
old mates from the old days like 
my DIG Family DJ brothers, The 
New Mastersounds and other 
folks from the first few years. Also, 
the Casa Latina salsa reunion 
with my old pal DJ Chico Malo 
(Friday 27th September). Very 
excited to see this new all-female 
London Salsa band Guerrera 
playing up north for the first time. 
And finally, the closing party with 
Gilles Peterson (Saturday 28th 
September). Always great to hear 
him DJ and catch up with him. We 
first met in 1989 when he booked 
my Leeds Latin jazz band to play 
his jazz/dance/acid jazz sessions 
in London at the Wag Club and 
Dingwalls. 



PACKAGE 1 - £30 / PP 
BEllini On Arrival 
MOJITO MASTERCLASS
CHOOSE A CLASSIC COCKTAIL TO MAKE
BOTTLE OF PROSECCO FOR THE BEST COCKTAIL!

PACKAGE 2 - £40 / PP 
BEllini On Arrival 
MOJITO MASTERCLASS
CHOOSE A CLASSIC COCKTAIL TO MAKE
FOOD & FIZZ BREAK
CHOOSE A WARDROBE HOUSE COCKTAIL TO MAKE
BOTTLE OF PROSECCO FOR THE BEST COCKTAIL

Our cocktail masterclasses are perfect for any 
occasion and a great way to start your night in 

style. The classes are led by your own personal bar 
tender who will show you all the moves needed to 
master a Mojito and conquer the Cosmopolitan! 

Once you've shaken your cocktail head downstairs 
and shake your tail feathers! 

TO BOOK PLEASE CONTACT 
0113 383 8800 

reservations@thewardrobe.co.uk

COCKTAIL MASTERCLASS



ONES TO WATCH

PLUS MORE TO BE ANNOUNCED!
TICKETS: LIVEATLEEDS.COM | 3PM | £8 ADV | 14+

SATURDAY
23RD NOV 2019 

THE
WARDROBE

THE NEXT WAVE OF RISING ARTISTS HANDPICKED
BY THE LIVE AT LEEDS BOOKING TEAM

INTRODUCING...

STOP THE RAIN
ON VIDEO

SUNS UP

LEO COSMOS



20TH ANNIVERSARY
20TH - 28TH SEPTEMBER

T
H
E

W
A
R
D
R
O
B
E

20TH ANNIVERSARY

20TH - 28TH SEPTEMBER 2019 
TICKETS: LUNATICKETS.CO.UK, CRASH, JUMBO & SEETICKETS.COM, THEWARDROBE.CO.UK 

THE NEW MASTERSOUNDS
& THE DIG FAMILY

THE AMY WINEHOUSE EXPERIENCE

CASA LATINA SALSA
REUNION FT GUERRERA

CRAIG CHARLES
FUNK & SOUL CLUB
SUBMOTION
ORCHESTRA
GILLES PETERSON


